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By OUR STAFF
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DEHRADLUIMN, 24 Mar: The
Imdian Association of Soil and
Water Consgrvationists
(LASWC) and Cenitral Sail and
Water Conservation
[{CSWURTI, BCAR), Dehradan
poinily crganised the conference
— "Farmers First for Conserving
Soil & Water Resources in
Morthern Region (FEFCSWR-

20014} durimm 22-24 March.
The Chief Guesi at the
valediciony funclicn today was
Ly RS Tolia, former Chiefl
Secretary armd Chief Infomeation
Commssicners He pleaded for
unified efforts of wvarious
governmenial agencies and
functionaries o maximise
delivery rom different schemes
rrirani for ihe benefit of farmers.
[Dr Matihew Prasad., WVice

Chancellor, Uttarakhand
University of Horiculiure and
Forestry (UUHF), Dr SK

Chaudbhany, Assistant Director
General (ADG, SWEM, K2AR),
Pewr Dielhi aned De Anil Prakeash
Joshi, Chairman., HESCO.
Dehradun were Guests of
Honour and addressed the
participants - during  the
conchuding session o consolidaie
the cutcome of the conference.

Dir Batthew F'lma.d and D
Anil Joshi warmed that the soll
was source and end as well and
hence it needed to be protected
in order 1o sustain life on Earth.

The dignitaries and
participants pledged to ensure
=odl consercation. Fanmer fendhy
organisms and features of the sofl
neaded o be conserved by one
and all. Dr SK Chaudhany, ARG,
emphasized the need for soil
conservation ko minimise the loss
of 20il organic carbon and soil
headth, wWhich are important for
life. He also informed the
gathering that balanced use of
fertilisers and contingency
planning to tackle emergencies
was needed.  MJ Sharma,

Director, Department of Saoil
Consenvation, J&K, Dr JC Bhatt,
Director. VPHAS, Almora, Dr

Madhumitha Mukherjes,
Executive Director, NFDE,
Hyderabad and Dr WC Goyal,

Head, NIH, Roodsee addressed

the participanis on soil water
conservation, watershed
management and livelihood
opdions including fish production
in available water resounces,
Earlier, Dr PK Mishrs,
Director, CSWCRTI and the
President, 1ASWC, Dehradun.
welcomed the Chief Guest,
innovative farmers and the
participants. He called for inpuis:

from the participants fo refine

the oulcomes Marther.

h-e Conference Tc.cumd:

. the issues and experiences of

farmers from 5 States of
MNorthern [ndia (Haryana,
Punjab, Himachal Pradesh,
Uttarakhand and Jammu &and
Kashmir) besides NCR of Delhi
and UT of Chandigarh. Chosen
inmwwrative farmers shared their
ideas and experiences with
scwntists and other siakeholders.
The Conference broughi
tegether farmers, researchers,
pelicy makers, planners,
adminktstrators, MGOs and
stakeholders on a common
platform to share anmd discuss
technological advancements,
experiences and other issues
related to sdoption of Soil and

Conference on conserving soil & water
resources concludes at CSWCRTI

Water Conservalion practices.

I all. abowt 180 registered
delegates including &0 farmers
and many invited resource
persons, experts, research
managers and policy planners
participated in the three days
deliberations during 22-24 March.

WVarious recommendations
on researchable Bsswes, policy
needs and extension efforts
emerded from the discussion,
which will be Further refined b
e organisers for the end users.
Policies should be different for
hills and plains as per the
speciflicity of resources,
lopography, farmers” capacity,
it was affirmed. Metwaorking of
farmers and creafion of EErmer
associations, Field Farm
Schools in modern villages,
adoption of modem tocls and
technigques, refinement of
indige nous knowledge, multiple
use of waier, integration of
farming components. elc..
were identified as requirements.

Aboul 44 chosen
progressinge farmers from the
region cut of 155 nominaticns
were felicitated and debivered
their views and experiences on
sail and water conservation in
S techrnical sessions addressing
=

5 major stales of the region.
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By Sraff” Reparier
DEHMDE."N MARCH 24
The Indian Association of
Soil and Water Conserva-
tionists (LASWCand Cen-
tral Saoil and Water Con-
servation (CEWCRTI),
Dehradun jointly orga-
nized the conference,
Farmers First for Consery-
ing Soil and Water Re-
sources in Morthern Re-
gion (FFCSWR-2014) dur-
ing Mar 22 to 24,

The Chief Guest a1 the
xnlc-ii.-:!ur} functron of the
conferencs was Dr R S Tolia,
former Chicl Secretary,
Gove of Uitarakhand and
ChiefInformation Commis-
sioner, Addressing the par-
ticipants, he pleaded for the
unified efforts of various
governmenial agencies and
functionaries o maximize
delivery from different
schemies meant for the ben-
efit of farmers,

Farmers should be kept in
the centre of development
because it was they who had
brought about green revolu-
ticw amsed milk revolution, Soil
and water have great impor-
timce and ts esesd manage-
mient must be doe, D Mat-
thew Prasad, Vice Chancel-
lor, Utarakhand University
of Horticuture and Forestry
(UUHFY, Dr SK. Chaudhary,
Asgistanl Director General

(ADG SWERM,ICAR), Mew
Delhi; and Dr Anil Prakash
Joshi, Chairman, HESCO,
Dehardun were Guests of
Honor and addressed the
participants duning the con-
cluding session.

D Matthew Prasad and Dy
Anil Jashi wamed that the
soil is source and end as
weell, and hence it needs 1o
be protected in order to sus-
tain life on the eanh. Dr
Marthew Prasad said that
study of s0il erosion must
ke done 1o kneow about its

FFCS W R CONCLUDES

Unlfied efforts by Govi agencies for
benefit of farmers neede

binding properties. A bal-
ance between the wse of
chemical femilizers and or-
ganic farming must be made.
Lr Anil Joshi sxid that man-
kind has not given respect
to soil and water and ex-
ploited them to the maximum
fior selfish gains, “A big mis-
sion about conservation of
soil and water must h-l.:
started.” D 5K Chaudh

ADG, emphasized on Lhe
nized of =01 conservation 1o
minimize e loss of soil or-
ganic carbon and soil

_ health, which are im
for life. He also informed
that balanced use of fertil-
izers, and contingency plan-
ning to tackle emergencics
iz needed. M Sharma, Di-

mEnt

recior, riment of Soil
Conservanion, J&K; Dr IC
Bhatt, Director, VPEAS,
Almora; Dr Madhumitha
Mukhenes, Executive [i-
rector, NFDB, Hyderabad:
and Dr ¥ C Goyal, Head,
NIH, Roorkee addressed
the participants on soil and
water conservation, water-

shed management and live-
lihood options including
fish production in available
Wwiller nesources.

Earlier, Dr P Mishra, Di-
rector, CSWCRTI and the
President, IASWC, Dehra-
dun weleomed the guests,
innowvative farmers and the
participants, He called for
inputs from the pamicipans
1o refine the cutcomes
further. The participants
pledged 1o work on soil
conservation.  Inrovative
farmers shared their ideas
and experiences with scicn-
tists and other stakehold-
ers. The confercnce bro-
ught together farmers, re-
searchers, policy makers,
planners, administrators,
NGOs and stakeholders on
a comman platfionm 1o share
and discuss technological
advancements, experiences
and other issues related to
adopiion of soil and water
conservation practices.

Inall, about 180 delegates,
includine &0 farmers and
many invited nesounce per-
s0ns, experts, rescarch
managers and policy plan-
ners participated in ihe theee
davs deliberations during
March 22-24,

Various recommendations
oan researchable issues,
policy needs and extension
efforts emerged from the

RS Tolia

discussion, which will be
furiher refined by the orga-
nizers for the end users,
Policies should be different
for hills and plains as per
the specificity of resources,
topomraphy, frmers’ capac-
ity, Networking of farmers
and creation of farmeer as-
sociations, Field Farm
Schools in modern villages,
adoption of modern tools
and technigquees, refinement
of indigenous knowledge,
multiple use of water, inte-
gratien of famming compo-
nents eie. were dentified as
TCCALIFemIens.
About 44 chosen progres-
sive farmers from the region
out of 155 nominations were
felicitated and expressed
their views and experiences
on soil and water conser-
valion in five tlechnical ses-
sions addressing five ma-
Jor states of the region.
The conference was spon-
sored by the Mational
Rainfed Area Authority
(W RAA), New Delhi, Indian
Council of Agriculiural Re-
search {ICAR), Mational
Fisheries Development
Board (MFDB) Hyderabad,
Mational Biodiversity Au-
thority (MBA) Chennai,
NABARD Mumbai, Sci-
ence and Engineering He-
search Board (SERB) of
DET, New Delhi, and Die-

partment of Land Re-
sources {DoLR), Min-
istry of Rural develop-
ment, Mew Delhi.
The conference was in-
augurated on Mar 22
by the ChiefGuest Dir )
5 Samra, Chiefl Execu-
tive Officer (CEO),
MRAA, Mew Delhi.
Varicus awards of the
EASWC and recogni-
tion awards '.l.-l:rcei:u-
stowed (o meritorious
scientists and innowva-
tiwe farmers on differ-
ent sessions of the
conference,
Al the eind, Farmers ex-
pressed their happi-
nizss that this was the
first programme in
which farmers were lis-
tened, recognized and
awarded. The farmers
asked Dr M Muru-
anandam, Organizsing
cretary of this con-
ference [0 process the
information cmerged
oul of the conference
further and communi-
cate to them for contin-
ued cooperation and
action.
The programime ended
with wvote of thanks and
highlights of soil con-
servation by Dr D
Mandal, Secretary of
the MS"-‘I"C. Dehradun.
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‘Soil needs protection to
sustain life on earth

TriIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

DEHRADUN, MARCH 24
The Indian Association of
Soil and Water Conservation-
ists (IASWC) and Central Soil
and Water Conservation
(CSWCRTI) , Dehradun,
joihtly organised a confer-
ence titled “Farmers First for
Conserving Soil and Water
Resources in Northern
Region” (FFCSWR- 2014)
from March 22 till 24 here.
The chief guest of the vale-
dictory function of the con-
ference, RS Toblia, former
Chief Secretary and Chief
Information Commissioner,
addressing the participants
pleaded for the unified
efforts of various governmens-
tal agencies and functionar-
ies 1o maximise delivery
from different schemes
meant for the benefit of farm-
ers. Matthew Prasad, VC,
state University of Horticul-
ture and Forestry (UUHP),
SK Chaudhary, Assistant
Director General (ADG,
SW&M, ICAR), New Delhi,
and Anil Prakash Joshi,
Chairman, Hesco, Dehardun,
who were guests of honour
also addressed the partici-
pants during the concluding
session to consolidate the
outcome of the conference.
Matthew  Prasad, VC,
UUHE and Anil Joshi
warned that the soil is source
and hence it needs to be pro-
tected in order to sustain life
on the earth. The dignitaries
and participants pledged on
soil conservation. Farmers’
friendly organisms and fea-
tures of the soil need to be
conserved by one and all. SK
Chaudhary, ADG, empha-
sised the need for soil conser-
vation to minimise the loss of

3 ey, iRy

Dignatraies at the concluding function of a three-day conference on
soil conservation in Dehradun on Monday. A TRIBUNE PHOTOGRAPH

501l organic carbon and soil
health, which are important
for life. He also informed the
gathering that balanced use
of fertilisers and contingency
planning io tackle emergen-
cies was needed. M.J Sharma,
Director, Department of Soil
Conservation, JEK, By
Bhatt, Director, VPEKAS,
Almora, Madhumitha
Mukherjee, Execulive Direc-
tor, NFDB, Hyderabad, and
VC Goyal, head, NIH, Roor-
kee, addressed the partici-
pants on soil water conserva-
tion, watershed management
and livelihood options,
including fish production in
available water resources.
Earlier, PK Mishra, Direc-
tor, CSWCRTI, and the presi-
dent, IASWC, Dehradun, wel-
comed the chiel puests,
innovative farmers and the
participants. He called for
inputs from the participants
to refine the outcome further.
The conference focused on
the issues and experiences of
farmers from 5 states of
Northern India (Haryana,
Punjab, Himachal Pradesh,
Uttarakhand and Jammu
and Kashmir), besides NCR
of Delhi and UT of Chandi-
garh. Chosen innovative
farmers shared their ideas
and experiences with scien-
tists and other stakeholders.

The conference brought
together farmers,
researchers, policy makers,
planners, administrators,
NGOs and stakeholders on a
common platform to share
and discuss tlechnological
advancements, experiences
and other issues related to
adoption of soil and water
conservation practices. In all,
about 180 registered dele-
gates, including 60 farmers
and many invited resource
persons, experts, research
managers and policy plan-
ners participated in  the
three-day deliberations .
Various recommendations
on rescarchable issues, pol-
icy needs and extension
efforts emerged from the
discussion, which will be
further refined by the
organisers for the end
users. Policies should be
different for hills and plains
as per the specificily of
resources, topography,
farmers’ capacity. Network-
ing of farmers and creation
of farmer associations, field
farm schools in modern vil-
lages, adoption of modern
tools and techniques,
refinement of indigenous
knowledge, multiple use of
water, integration of farm-
ing components etc. were
identified as requirements,
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